Brief communication

Human-wolf interactions: the imortance of hands-on meetings

by Anna Chowdhury

Across the world, the wolves are increasing, and trying to reclaim some of their former habitats. In most places however, they clash with us humans and our fear of these animals. Here I investigate if hands-on meetings between our two species can break down peoples prejudices about the wolves, and also what benefits a captive wolf pack may have, socially, by these interactions. 

The wolf is a social animal by choice, with pack size dependent on prey abundance and territory size. A pack has the ability to bring down larger prey than a lone wolf, but with that said, the wolf as an opportunistic feeder, would survive on their own feeding on smaller prey, carrion or garbage if needed.

Like any social community, the wolf pack is governed by strict laws, rituals and leaders, the latter being the alpha pair, male and female, which usually are the original parents of the pack. Out of necessity, individuals within a pack deflects aggression and tension by social communication or energy-displacement, otherwise individuals may be killed during fighting within the pack. Social communication skills are taught and perfected when the wolves are pups, and it involves olfactory stimuli, vocalization, visual stimuli with body language and certain behavioural patterns like active or passive submission and play invite (Mech, 1970, Larsson, 1988). 

I have tested if any difference could be found in social behaviours, such as Active or Passive Submission, in a bachelor pack of 5 individuals at Kolmården Zoo, Sweden. No difference was found in social behaviours between individuals when they were influenced by human company in the enclosure or not, but two individuals, the alpha and beta male, showed some difference in active behaviours, such as Sit and Run/Chase/Walk. The omega also showed a lesser count of  Submissive Behaviour (not same as Active or Passive submission), when humans were present in the enclosure. Isor, third in rank, showed most counts of aggressive behaviours, which may be consistent with findings in McLeod’s article, 2003 on social stress.

Benefits for a captive pack may be difficult to determine without comparison to another, nonhuman socialized pack, but from personal observations, both packs available for hands-on meetings at Kolmården Zoo and Safari park, all seem to enjoy interacting with humans.

Contemplating to socialize a wolf pack one must consider that each individual is unique and has their own personality, and therefore not all are suited for interacting with humans. Females tend to be more aggressive than males in general (Mech, 1970), therefore they are avoided for this particular use by Kolmården. Also mixed groups may eventually breed unless prevented, which in turn may increase the potential risk factor since they no longer has any fear of humans and may attack to protect the pups. 

In the wild, the fear of man is usually so great that it prevents the wolves from protecting the pups, even if they are being handled by humans (Mech, 1970, Persson & Sand, 1998). But despite this, many people still fear them, and believe them to be dangerous. Much of the fear and the prejudices flourishing around wolves stem from thousands of years of traditions of using the wolf as a negative symbol. 

As early as 500 b C fables showed the wolf as devious (Brundin, 1999), and during Christianity’s rule it was depicted as a cohort to Satan, and an envisioning of gluttony, wantonness and sexual excess. Some could even have the misfortune to be condemned as werewolves as a mean for the church to control their surrounding. And then we have all the children stories like Little Red Ridinghood, and Hitler being associated with the animal, which has not improved how people perceive the animal.    

No other animal has been so persecuted by man, because of our prejudices. First in Europe, and then when Europeans began colonizing America, the beliefs were brought there as well, resulting in a mass slaughter of wolves, by poisoning or torture. In Montana alone 80730 were killed during 1883-1913 (Larsson, 1988) 

Surveys in recent years however have shown an increasing tolerance toward the wolf, and a correlation can be shown between ignorance or different target groups and low tolerance (Karlsson et al, 1999, Ericson & Heberlein, 2002) . 

I investigated, by mean of questionnaire, whether or not hands-on meetings could change attitudes towards the wolf. Although the accessible target group were too narrow and already approved of the wolf, the majority still claimed to have learnt something new during their encounter. 

This work suggest that hands-on meetings could be a tool for conserving and preserving the wolf, and that it also could be if not beneficiary for a captive pack in any other way, it could be considered as an environmental enrichment, enlightening the animals days by having them interact with different people and exposing them to different smells.
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Applications from Dupont
4-3:

Out of necessity, individuals within a pack deflects aggression and tension by social communication or energy-displacement, otherwise individuals may be killed during fighting within the pack. Social communication skills are taught and perfected when the wolves are pups, and it involves olfactory stimuli, vocalization, visual stimuli with body language and certain behavioural patterns like active or passive submission and play invite. Active submission is similar to the behaviour the pups show when they beg the adults for food, and the behavioural pattern for passive submission is the same as when the when parents lick the pups on the stomach and genitals to induce vole movement. 

It is important because many aren’t able to differentiate between these two behavioural patterns, but with the example one could get a clear vision and illustration of how it may look like.

The example support the idea that these behaviours and skills are learnt when the animal is young.  

4-4:

Across the world, the wolves are increasing, and trying to reclaim some of their former habitats. In most places however, they clash with us humans and our fear of these animals.

Implies: that people have started to take over the world and staked out places which actually did not belong to them in the first place, but still they get upset when the animals who once inhabited these areas is wanting to return. People are taking to much for granted and are egotistical creatures with no compassion or tolerance for other creatures. 

The wolf is a social animal by choice, with pack size dependent on prey abundance and territory size. A pack has the ability to bring down larger prey than a lone wolf, but with that said, the wolf as an opportunistic feeder, would survive on their own feeding on smaller prey, carrion or garbage if needed.

Implies: a wolf does not feel the urge to live in large families because of companionship, but instead they do it because they are intelligent enough to realize that as a unity they are stronger when it comes to protecting their territory and saving energy in the long run by killing and feeding on larger prey which last longer and over several feeding times, if pack not overly large, than lone wolves having to hunt for smaller prey more often to sustain themselves, even if that technically is possible. 

In the wild, the fear of man is usually so great that it prevents the wolves from protecting the pups, even if they are being handled by humans (Mech, 1970, Persson & Sand, 1998). But despite this, many people still fear them, and believe them to be dangerous. Much of the fear and the prejudices flourishing around wolves stem from thousands of years of traditions of using the wolf as a negative symbol.

Implies: people still put more trust to hearsay and what they believe, not what is known. The fear of wolves is overstated when one know that they stay away even if humans are handling their pups in the wild. Also that peoples prejudice comes from times when scientific results and values were low, and that the beliefs of wolves as a negative symbol started when man really had no compassion or understanding of the animals living today, and also under a time when people manipulated science to fit their own image and belief. 

4-5: 

topic: wolves as negative symbols.

Ranked possible examples:  

1. how wolves were depicted during rule of Christianity and the church.

2. fables, myths and children stories, how they depicted the animal and how it’s been ingrained in peoples since young age.

3. how the situation for wolves in America changed with the coming of Europeans and the result of mass destruction by torture, poisoning and mutilation, justified by peoples prejudices.

4. misconceptions still existing today, in children stories and TV programmes and proverbs, idioms et. c. 

5-6: 

general examples:

Across the world, the wolves are increasing, and trying to reclaim some of their former habitats. In most places however, they clash with us humans and our fear of these animals.

Not really describing how they clash with us and what sort of fear human has for these animals.

Like any social community, the wolf pack is governed by strict laws, rituals and leaders, the latter being the alpha pair, male and female, which usually are the original parents of the pack.

No real mention as to what laws and rituals regulate the pack interactions.

Out of necessity, individuals within a pack deflects aggression and tension by social communication or energy-displacement, otherwise individuals may be killed during fighting within the pack. Social communication skills are taught and perfected when the wolves are pups, and it involves olfactory stimuli, vocalization, visual stimuli with body language and certain behavioural patterns like active or passive submission and play invite

No description as to what energy displacement, olfactory stimuli, vocalization, body language and behavioural patterns entails, how they are displayed and what it means et. c.

 Specific examples:

The wolf is a social animal by choice, with pack size dependent on prey abundance and territory size. A pack has the ability to bring down larger prey than a lone wolf, but with that said, the wolf as an opportunistic feeder, would survive on their own feeding on smaller prey, carrion or garbage if needed.

Gives the reason why the wolves chose to coexist together.

Like any social community, the wolf pack is governed by strict laws, rituals and leaders, the latter being the alpha pair, male and female, which usually are the original parents of the pack.

Give a clear statement to who the leaders are.

In Montana alone 80730 were killed during 1883-1913

Clearly state how many were killed, when and where.

